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THE 
LEGACY 


During this era of eco- 
nomic erosion, the De- 
partment is anxious to 
raise funds for scholar- 
ships to help deserving 
physics majors. We now 
have four separate pro- 
grams of awards: 

The Larry Chu Schol- 
arship, available for un- 
dergraduate physics ma- 
jors carrying at least six 
units of major-program 
courses each quarter. 

The John Munger 
Scholarship, available to 
upper division physics 
majors who are full-time 
students (12 units mini- 
mum) and have at least a 
3.0 g.p.a. 


OUR 
SUPPORT 
STAFF 


The technical staff is 
now directed by John 
Grant, since Art Wehl 
retired in 1989. John 
Caulfield retired in 1992. 


ALUMNI 
IN 
ACTION 


LO | 


The Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) of Caltech is 


the employer of so many of our physics alumni that 


they could form a chapter. We have not tracked them 


all, unfortunately; the few we are reasonably sure of 
include Taguhi Arakelian (B.S. '86), who has made 
three trips to Antartica for meteorlogical research; 
Nancy Hayes (M.S. '88), Linda Horne (MS. '83), 
Calvin Miyazono (M.S. '72), and Timothy Thompson 
(M.S. '85). Many others from our ranks have gone on 


to employment in various industrial labs—we know 


that physics graduates make the best engineers! 


Alumni who are now teachers include Larry Chu 
(M.S. '75) and Jose Ramirez (M.S. '81) who continue 
on our part-time faculty. Elaine Miller (B.S. '69) is at 


the Crossroads School in Santa Monica. Jia Quan 
(M.S. '88) is at Pasadena City College. Dennis Louie 


Brian Magness, one of our 
equipment techs, is doing 
double duty at the stock- 
room desk and at the Van 
de Graaff. Ron Johnson, 
Dave Horvath and Terry 
Ragsdale continue in the 
shops. The office will lose 
Julie Zambetti to retire- 
ment in August '94, but we 
hope to have her back 
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part-time thereafter. In the 
meantime, we are all con- 
cerned for the colleagues 
on sick leave, Carolyn 
Johnson (office) and Marc 
Schaefer (shop), and keep 
hoping for their recovery. 
Assisting part-time in the 
office is Rosa Jimenez, a 
welcome addition to our 
ranks. E 


ON AND 
OFF THE 
FACULTY 


Our newest colleagues 
are Milan Mijic and Jose 
Rodriguez, respectively 
working on quantum grav- 
ity and on high -T, super- 
conductivity. Charles 
Coleman continues to 
direct a team of both 
graduate and undergradu- 
ate students in research on 
electro-optical phenomena 
in various iodides. For the 
second time in the CSU 
statewide undergraduate 
research competition, a 
Coleman student, Eduardo 
Urgiles, won first prize in 
his research category. The 
earlier winner was Brian 
Epstein (B.S. '87). Partici- 
pating in some of Dr. 
Coleman's project activities 
are Robert Carr, Frieda 
Stahl, and Brinda 
Subramaniam (part-time 
faculty). 

Demetrius Margaziotis, 
Martin Epstein and 
Konrad Aniol continue 
their research in interme- 
diate nuclear energy phys- 
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On and Off the Faculty 
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ics, with their experimen- 
tal work carried out at 
Canadian and American 
accelerators. Sanjoy 
Mukhopadhyay, a post 
doc from Northwestern 
University, has been work- 
ing with them during 
1993-1994. 

Edward Rezayi is doing 
theoretical research on the 
fractional Hall effect. Radi 
Al-Jishi is doing supercon- 
ductivity research on 
doped fullerenes. David 
Gregorich is working ona 
model for cloud forma- 
tion, and also studying 
measurements of solar 
reflection at the Cerenkov 
Observatory, part of the 
Barstow solar energy facil- 
ity. John Woolum contin- 
ues his research on circa- 
dian rhythms in plants, 
currently studying the 
effects of UV radiation. 
Much of this departmental 
research is supported by 
grants from NSF DOE, 
the Air Force Office of 
Scientific Research 
(AFOSR), and JPL, and 
involves students. 

Roland Carpenter is 
developing software for 
use in the NeXT lab for 


astronomy instruction. 


Harold Cohen, following 
the success of his text, 
Mathematics for Scientists and 
Engineers, is writing a text 
for the non-calculus fresh- 
man course. Charles 
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(B.S. '93) is teaching at Pacific Christian High School 
in Huntington Park. Katsuya Yamada (M.S. '72) is at 
L.A. Pierce College. Paula DeHart, who almost made 
it to a double major, ended up with a B.S. in math and 
is now a candidate for the M.S. in math; she is teach- 
ing part-time in the Department of Mathematics and 
Computer Science but visits often in Physics. 

In other arenas, Dr. Steven McCauley (MS. '75) 
is on the physics faculty at Cal Poly Pomona. Dr. 
Gilbert Miranda (B.S. '64) and Dr. John Rodgers 
(B.S. '61) are at Los Alamos National Lab, and 
Jianming Bai (M.S. '84) is at Brookhaven. Jeffrey 
Schmidt (M.S. '73) is Senior Editor of Physics Today. 
Lu Wang (M.S. '91) is now at the Lawrence H. Lanzi 
Institute of Medical Physics in Seattle. Helen (Hong) 
Zhao (M.S. '91) has been accepted for the Architec- 
ture program at Cal Poly Pomona. She is now the 
wife of Professor Harold Cohen. Recent or imminent 
Ph.D.'s include Karl Yee (B.S. '86) at U.C. Irvine and 
Oscar Bernal (M.S. '89) at U.C. Riverside. Oscar will 
join our department as an assistant professor, either 
in fall 1994 or in fall. 1995 if he accepts a post-doc 
for 1994-1995. Yue Shen (M.S. '83) received his 
Ph.D. from U.C. San Diego and is now a post-doc at 
Boston University. Suzanne Leng (M.S. '85) received 
her Ph.D. from U.C. Irvine and is now a post-doc at 
the University of Montreal. 

We have input on a few more of our earlier (we 
won't say older!) alumni. Dr. Samuel Durrance (M.S. 
'74) is an astronaut and a staff member at the Center 
for Astrophysical Sciences at Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, Dr. Bennett Robinson (B.S. '66) is doing materi- 
als R&D at IBM in upstate New York, and is active in 
the Materials Research Society. Dr. Miguel Rios 
(M.S. '67) is CEO of Orion International Technol- 
ogy, in Albuquerque. Dr. Harold Larson (B.S. '63) is 
a professor of physics at Grand Valley State College 
Allendale, Michigan. Dr. Harvel Blackwell (B.S. '61) 
is a professor of physics at Texas Southern University 
in Houston. Dr. L. Elizabeth (Liz) Seiberling (B.S. 
'75) is a professor of physics at University of Florida. 
Howard Epstein (M.S. '74) is on the technical staff 
of Hewlett Packard in Palo Alto. Dr. Daniel Harris 
(B.S. '66) is Vice President and Academic Dean at 
National Christian University, San Antonio, Texas. 
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The Physics Depart- 
ment Grant-in-Aid, avail- 
able to undergraduate 
physics majors in good 
standing, carrying 4 to 16 
units in major-program 
courses and making 
progress toward complet- 
ing the degree. (The 
amount of the award varies 
with the number of units.) 

The Frieda Stahl Phys- 
ics Teaching Fellowship, 
awarded each year to the 
graduate teaching assis- 
tant showing the most 
ability as a teacher. 

Some recent scholarship 
winners, who have gradu- 
ated and gone on to fur- 
ther study_or careers,.in- 
clude: Taguhi Arakelian, 
Brian Epstein, Suzanne 
Leng, John Hui, Karl Yee, 
Helen (Hong) Zhao, 
Phillip Wolf, Jen Wang, 
and Norair Muradian. 

The Stahl Fellowship, 
started in 1992-1993, has 
been awarded to Phillip 
Chow (1993) and to John 
Chan (1994), both of 
whom are currently finish- 
ing their M.S. degree pro- 
grams. 

Contributions are al- 
ways welcome. For tax 
deductibility, checks must 
be made out to the Cal 
State L.A. Foundation. 
On the “memo’ line, indi- 
cate the fund chosen for 
support, Larry Chu Schol- 
arship, John Munger 
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Coleman is writing a text 
for Physics 333, Applied 
Modern Physics, which is 
the text's probable title 
(the course is now re- 
quired for all EE majors). 
The most recent retiree 
is Frieda Stahl, who hasn't 
really left. She will serve as 
the Emeriti Faculty Aca- 
demic Senator in 1994- 
1995. Lester Hirsch con- 
tinues part-time teaching 
at CSLA and at UCLA. 
Hubert Winkler visited 
from Germany in 1993, as 
a consultant to reactivate 
the Van de Graaff accel- 
erator and to train Brian 
Magness (B.S. '91, M.S. 
candidate) for the 
operator's position. The 


Ross Thompson on New 
Year's Day, 1994. 

next retiree will be Roland 
Carpenter, effective July ceed Fleur Yano as De- 
1994. It is with deep regret 


that we note the death of 


partment Chair, fora 


Konrad Aniol will suc- 


three-year term beginning 


Alumni in Action (continued from p. 2) 


Richard Kenealy (M.S. '74) is retired from the phys- 
ics faculty at East Los Angeles College, where he 
undoubtedly taught many students who went on to 
Cal State L.A. Dr. Charles Roberson (M.S. '67) is 
Director of the Plasma Physics Program at the Office 
of Naval Research (ONR), Arlington, Virginia. 
Alumni in other lands include Roedar Ahmad (M.S. 
'64) Chair of the Electronics Department at Univer- 
sity of Peshawar, Pakistan; Dr. Xue-ying Shen (M.S. 
'82), a professor at Qing Hua University, Beijing, 
China; and Dr. Zev Levin (B.S. '66) in Israel, whose 
professional affiliation we don't know at this time. 
Costas Lymberis (M.S. '70), returned to Athens, 
Greece and has worked as a specialist in corrosion 
analysis for the petroleum industry there. He also has 
taught science and math at the U.S. Navy Base for the 
University of La Verne (extension). Dr. Yi-ming Liu 
(M.S. '82) is Vice President for Research at Harbin 
Institute of Technology and Professor of Physics. 


in September. Dr. Yano 
continues to serve as Fac- 
ulty Athletics Representa- 
tive, upholding academic 
standards for intercolle- 
giate athletes. a 
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Scholarship, Frieda Stahl 
Fellowship, or Friends of 
Physics for the grant-in- 
aid program. Checks with- 
out a choice of fund, and 
those designated for the 
Department of Physics as 
a whole, will be allocated 
to the various funds as 
needed. Please send 
checks to the Depart- 
ment—we will record 
their arrival, amount, and 
intended funds (if speci- 
fied) and turn them over 
to the Office of Institu- 
tional Advancement for 
processing. The official 
receipt for tax purposes 
will be sent by the Foun- 
dation. Your successors in 
the ranks of Cal State L.A. 
physics alumni will be 
very appreciative. 


Amount 

Check the fund|s) to be supported: 
[ ] larry Chu Scholarship 

[ ] John Munger Scholarship 


are instructed otherwise, in the space below. 


[] Yes, | wish to help future Cal State L.A. physics alums by contributing to the Department's scholarship 
program. | am enclosing a check, payable to the Cal State L.A. Foundation, as follows: 


[ ] Frieda Stahl Fellowship 
[ ] Friends of Physics Grants-in-Aid 


If more than one fund is checked, the amount contributed will be divided equally among them unless we 


__ 


THE 
PERENNIAL 
PAPE 
LECTURE 


The departmental lec- 


ture series inaugurated 
shortly after the untimely 
death of Leon Pape, in 
Copenhagen on January 2, 


1984, has continued annu- 
ally since. The eleventh 
lecture was presented on 
March 4, 1994, by Dr. 
Kip S. Thorne, Richard 
Feynman Professor of 
Theoretical Physics at 
Caltech. The title of his 
address was “Black Holes 
and Time Warps: Einstein's 
Outrageous Legacy,” 
which is also the title of 
his newly published book. 
As usual, the lecture took 


place in P.S. 158 and was 
attended by a large and 
enthusiastic audience, 
whose questions demon- 
strated the extent to 
which their interest and 
imagination had been 
inspired. Professor Thorne 
contributed his fee to the 
department's scholarship 
program, and graciously 
held forth at the reception 
after the lecture with all 
who kept the discussion 
going. 

Pape lectures are sched- 
uled for a Friday afternoon 
during late winter or early 
spring quarter. A call to 
the Department office, 
(213) 343-2100, as early 
as each February will yield 
the data on who and when 
for the corresponding 


year. 
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NETWORK TO UPDATE 


Readers will note that, for a department that's 35 
years in the running, we've included only a few of the 
many men and women who have earned physics de- 
grees at Cal State L.A. Some of these alums are new 
enough for current files; some earlier ones stayed in 
touch with faculty members. Others were tracked in the 
latest membership directories of the American Physical 
Society (APS) and American Association of Physics 
Teachers (AAPT). But all too many have fallen into 
academic black holes. 

Please write in to verify or correct our information, 
or supply data for our omissions. If you have maintained 
ties with classmates, check with them as to whether 
they got their own copies of this newsletter. If not, pass 
the word to them to contact us and tell us of their loca- 
tion and professional activities. Our same old address is: 


California State University, Los Angeles 
Department of Physics and Astronomy 
5151 State University Drive 

Los Angeles CA 90032-8206 —— 


Our relatively new phone number is (213) 343-2100. 
Our very new fax number is (213) 343-2497. 


We'll try to make this newsletter an annual event. ® 


